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Three years have passed since Mizukusa no Mori was introduced. More than 60 types of plants are available now in

this series. Following are some of the new faces that are going to be released in the near future.

“Arrival of Aponogeton”

Many of you probably think of a beautiful Lace
Plant with fenestrated leaves when you hear the
name Aponogeton. ltis a very delicate plant just
as it appears. Adding this plant to the Mizukusa no
Mori lineup required a different culture condition
from that of other aquatic plants. We finally arrived
at the following: filling the upper part of the package

above the culture media with liquid. This enabled
us to grow Aponogeton with delicate leaves without
stressing it. The cup was also replaced with
pouch-type packaging to prevent the media from
breaking up or the liquid from leaking. A new,
slightly different Mizukusa no Mori will be released
shortly.

“Aponogeton madagascariensis”
A beautiful Aponogeton with fenestrated leaves. It has wide leaves that
spread sideways.

“Aponogeton longiplumulosus”

Aponogeton with narrow leaves with fluted margins. The leaves grow in
an upright manner.
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A sunrise over the watered rice fields in the Echigo Plain (Spring, 2011)

In the middle of April the snow melts and the plains of
Niigata are flooded. This is done intentionally to soften
up the rice fields for plowing. When I was a child I
would climb up a mountain before sunrise to see the
water-covered earth turn into a sheet of gold.

Spring planting time is the happiest season for the farm-
ers in snow country. In the next month land will be
reborn in green. Then in mid-June the rainy season
begins and rice grows quickly. In the old days we didn’t
have drainage pumps or tunnels, so the levees would
break and the fields would quickly fill with water.
These were real floods, not like the April flooding, and
disturbing as it was to the farmers, we children were
thrilled. When the rivers and ponds began to overflow,
fat carp would begin to spawn. They would be so
distracted that we could catch them by the roadside with
our bare hands.

A story we often heard was how the school grounds
flooded once during lessons, and from the classroom

2 The image is changed for this edition from original book.

they could see carp in the water outside the window.
Some students couldn’t contain themselves anymore
and leapt out the window to go catch some. The teach-
ers followed right behind them, and soon most of the
school was outside chasing carp and having a great
time.

That episode was before my time, but when a heavy
rain was falling outside and the class was restless, the
teachers would tell us that story, and I think I remember
it as well as they do.

Nature Aquarium World (TFH, 1992)
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